TEXAS COMMISSION ON JAIL STANDARDS

REMEDIAL ORDER
FROM: Texas Commission on Jail Standards
TO: Ronnie Moorehead, County Judge

Stonewall County, Texas
Aspermont, TX 79502

Bill Mullen , County Sheriff
Stonewall County, Texas
Aspermont, TX 79502

On November 9, 2022, during a comprehensive inspection, the Stonewall County Jail was found to be in non-
compliance with minimum jail standards. Subsequently, those deficiencies were notified to the Commissioners’
Court and Sheriff Bill Mullen and a Notice of Non-compliance was issued on November 15, 2022. The
deficiencies are noted below.

263.54 All life safety equipment shall be out of reach of inmates or otherwise secured from unauthorized
tampering. At least one self-contained breathing apparatus shall be available and maintained in or near each
facility control station. All staff shall be trained, and quarterly drills conducted in the use of this equipment. A
minimum of one unit shall be provided for each building of a multibuilding facility and on each floor of a
multistory facility.

Facility staff were unable to properly respond to a conducted fire drill. Staff were unable to utilize the
facility SCBA and advised that they have never demonstrated use of the SCBA.

265.4(b) Upon intake, a medical record shall be established and shall be kept separate.

During the review of inmate files, three of four files were found to contain medical paperwork that shall
be maintained in separate medical record.

269.4(a) The Texas Commission on Jail Standards shall be notified of all escapes from a facility within 24
hours of the escape.

Stonewall County failed to notify TCJS within 24 hrs. of an escape from the facility that occurred on
November 8, 2022

273.5(a)(2) Identification. Procedures for intake screening to identify inmates who are known to be or observed
to be mentally disabled and/or potentially suicidal and procedures for compliance with Code of Criminal
Procedure Article 16.22 and referrals to available mental health officials.

Jail staff failed to notify the magistrate within 12 hrs. in accordance with Code of Criminal Procedure
Article 16.22 when warranted by positive returns on the CCQ or affirmative answers on the Screening
Form for Suicide and Medical/Mental/Developmental Impairments.

273.5(b) An approved mental disabilities/suicide prevention screening instrument shall be completed
immediately on all inmates admitted.

While reviewing medical files, it was determined that jail staff are not filling out the Screening Form for
Suicide and Medical/Mental/Developmental Impairments in its entirety.

281.5 Food shall be prepared under the supervision of a staff member or contract employee who possesses a
food handler license in accordance with Texas Food Establishment Rules (TFER) §228.33 and shall be served
only under the immediate supervision of a staff member. Care shall be taken that hot foods are served
reasonably warm and that cold foods are served reasonably cold.



Staff who do not possess a food handler license in accordance with Texas Food Establishment Rules
(TFER) §228.33 are supervising the preparation of food.

285.1 Documentation of physical exercise and physical recreation shall be maintained for Commission review.
Each inmate shall be allowed one hour of supervised physical exercise or physical recreation at least three days
per week.

Documentation provided failed to show that inmates are allowed one hour of supervised recreation at
least three days per week.

On June 9, 2023, Stonewall County officials responded to the Notice of Non-compliance that all deficiencies
had been corrected and requested a re-inspection. A re-inspection was conducted on July 6, 2023. ,

The Stonewall County Jail was found to be in non-compliance with minimum jail standards. and those
deficiencies were notified to the Commissioners’ Court and Sheriff Bill Mullen A Notice of Non-compliance
was issued on July 10, 2023. The deficiencies are noted below.

263.42 The facility shall be inspected annually by a local fire official who is certified by the Texas Commission
on Fire Protection or who meets the alternative criteria provided in Government Code 419.909 and shall pass
the inspection.

The facility was last inspected by a local fire official on March 15, 2022, placing the annual inspection
past due by three months.

273.5(1) (1) Training. Provisions for staff training (including frequency and duration) on the procedures for
recognition, supervision, documentation, and handling of inmates who are mentally disabled and/or potentially
suicidal. Supplemental training should be provided to those staff members responsible for intake screening.
Two hours of training for staff in accordance with the approved Mental Disabilities/Suicide Prevention
operational plan, was not provided during year 2022.

279.1(2) (2) water and sewage systems not part of a public system and food preparation areas shall be inspected
at least annually by health authorities and records kept for each inspection.

The facility was last inspected by health authorities on February 17, 2022, placing the annual inspection
past due by 4 months.

On July 17, 2023, Stonewall County Sheriff Bill Mullen and Judge Ronnie Moorehead were sent a certified
letter requesting their presence at the August 2023 meeting to give an update on the areas of non-compliance
noted during their inspections. The Frio County Sheriff Bill Mullen and Judge Ronnie Moorehead verbally
responded they had prior engagements and would be unable to attend.

On September 5, 2023, Stonewall County officials responded to the Notice of Non-compliance that all
deficiencies had been corrected and requested a re-inspection. A re-inspection was conducted on September 28,
2023. The Stonewall County Jail was found to be in non-compliance with minimum jail standards. , Those
deficiencies were notified to the Commissioners’ Court and Sheriff Bill Mullen and a Notice of Non-
compliance was issued on October 4, 2023. The deficiencies are noted below.

265.13(a) (a) Each sheriff/operator shall investigate and verify the veteran status of each prisoner by using data
made available from the Veterans Reentry Search Service (VRSS) operated by the United States Department of
Veteran Affairs or similar service.

1 of 2 inmates booked in for the period did not have his veteran’s status verified.

271.7(1)(2)(3)(4) The plan shall provide that an annual, internal audit shall be conducted on the classification
system. Audit Records shall assess the following features of the objective classification system: (1) inmates are
classified prior to placement in inmate housing; (2) inmates are housed according to their assigned custody
levels; (3) the override rate is acceptable; and (4) classification instruments are completed in an accurate and
timely manner.

Staff could not produce a classification audit at the time of inspection.



On October 13, 2023, Stonewall County Sheriff Bill Mullen and Judge Ronnie Moorehead were sent a certified
letter requesting their presence at the November 2, 2023, meeting to give an update on the areas of non-
compliance noted during their inspections. The Stonewall County Sheriff Bill Mullen and Judge Ronnie
Moorehead again verbally responded they had prior engagements and would be unable to attend.

On November 2, 2023, the Texas Commission on Jail Standards, at its regularly scheduled meeting, had
Stonewall County as an agenda item. It appearing to the Texas Commission on Jail Standards that appropriate
corrective measures needed to be initiated to remedy the deficiencies, the Commission, by appropriate motion
and second, voted to issue a Remedial Order to CLOSE the Stonewall County Jail and have them operate as a
lockup. Stonewall County will be able to receive unclassified persons, hold pretrial persons and allow for
processing, classifying, and releasing persons at all times. Inmates SHALL not be confined in a lockup in
excess of 72 hours. Stonewall County Sheriff and County Judge are also required to attend the February 1, 2024
meeting of the Texas Commission on Jails Standards in Austin Texas to review and discuss this Remedial
Order.

ISSUED this 2nd day of November 2023.

TEXAS COMMISSION ON JAIL STANDARD
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Brandon Wood, Executive Director

cc: Governor Gregg Abbott
Governor, State of Texas



