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REMEDIAL ORDER
FROM: Texas Commission on Jail Standards
TO: The Honorable Jay H Knight

Liberty County Judge
1923 Sam Houston, Rm. 201
Liberty, TX 7 77575-5902

And

Sheriff Bobby Rader Jr.
Liberty County

2400 Beaumont Ave.
Liberty, TX 77575-5902

A Special inspection of the Liberty County Jail was conducted on August 7, 2023, regarding a death in

custody.
The Inspector determined the jail did not comply with Minimum jail standards. Below are the details.

* During the review of documentation for a custodial death which occurred September 30,
2021, only the August 2021 Medication Administration Record was provided, even though
the inmate had been prescribed medications since July 14, 2021. During the review of
documentation of a custodial death which occurred November 26, 2022, medication was
started for the inmate, but there is no documentation of who prescribed it.

e During the review of documentation for a custodial death which occurred September 30,
2021, it was determined the Continuity of Care Query (CCQ) was run almost 9 hours after
intake. During the review of documentation for a custodial death which occurred on May
10, 2023, it was determined the Continuity of Care Query (CCQ) was run almost 48 hours
after intake.

¢ During the review of video for a custodial death which occurred September 20, 2021, it
was determined that two (2) observation rounds exceeded 60 minutes. During the review
of video for a custodial death which occurred November 26, 2022, it was determined that
multiple rounds exceeded 30 minutes.

e During the review of video for the custodial death which occurred May 10, 2023, it was
determined that multiple rounds exceeded 30 minutes.

A special inspection of the Liberty County Jail was conducted on January 3, 2024, in response to a complaint.
After Liberty County was found to be non-compliant with minimum jail standards details are below.

Judge Bill Stoudt, Longview, Chair Sheriff Kelly Rowe, Lubbock Commissioner Ben Perry, Waco
Dr. Esmaeil Porsa, M.D., Houston, Vice-Chair Sheriff Raul “Pinky” Gonzales, Refugio Duane Lock, Southlake
Ross Reyes, Melissa Patricia M. Anthony, Garland Monica McBride, Alpine

“The Commission on Jail Standards welcomes all suggestions and will promptly respond to all complaints directed against the agency or any facilities under its purview”
To empower local government to provide safe, secure and suitable local jail facilities through proper rules and procedures while promoting innovative programs and ideas
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e During the investigation of complaint 35173, it was discovered that the Liberty County
Jail had housed three (3) inmates in one single cell.

e During the investigation of complaint 35173, it was discovered that the Liberty County
Jail had housed inmates in holding cells for more than 48 hours.

o During the investigation of complaint 35173, it was discovered that the Liberty County
Jail had housed inmates classified as minimum custody with inmates classified as
maximum custody.

At its regularly scheduled meeting on November 7, 2024, the Texas Commission on Jail Standards received an
update from Executive Director Wood. County officials also provided comments on their population and their
compliance with face-to-face visuals. The commission, by appropriate motion and second, voted to grant the
executive director the authority to amend the Remedial Order requiring Liberty County to limit the inmate
population of the Liberty County Jail to the number of staff available.

ISSUED this 7th day of November 2024

TEXAS COMMISSION ON JAIL STANDARDS
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Brandon Wood, Executive Director

cc:  Governor Gregg Abbott
Govemor, State of Texas
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